Five Nations Have Conducted Systematic Campaigns 


Intelligence agencies of five foreign 
governments have conducted system- 
atic campaigns inside the United 
States to spy on, harass and in some 
cases plan assassinations of their op- 
ponents, U.S. intelligence and law en- 
forcement officials have disclosed to 
Senate investigators. 

A principal target of the campaigns 
by four of the five countries — Iran, 
the Philippines, Taiwan and Chile — 
appears to have been American public 
opinion. Spies were set loose on crit- 
ics whose, speaking out might have 
disturbed the traditionally close' rela- 
tions between each of the four author- 
itarian regimes and Washington. 

Methods ranged from the reported 
sending of “hit teams” from Iran and 


Chile to the United States to the tedi- 
ous business of monitoring and cata- * 
loging student political discussions 
here by each of the four countries, ac- 
cording to a secret Senate staff study 
of foreign intelligence operations in- 
side the United States. Independent 
accounts obtained by The Washington 
Post, tend to confirm or expand many 
of the study’s disclosures. 

Each service developed its own spe- 
cial wrinkles.. Preparing to go totally 
“underground” when Washington es- 
tablished relations with Peking, Tai- 
wan’s National Security Bureau drew 
up plans to recruit Chinese-Americans 
to travel to China to spy for Taiwan. 
Chile hoped to establish- a Miami 
branch office of an international con- 


sortium of intelligence agencies it had 
helped establish: - 

But the four spy outfits had an im- 
portant ; common feature. All had 
intelligence liaison agreements with 
the CIA, and they operated with a rel- 
atively free hand here. 

The report strongly suggests that 
SAVAK, the Iranian espionage organi- 
zation, also had a cozy working rela- 
tionship with the FBI during 15 years 
of “significant police, security and 
nondiplomatic. political activity” in 
the United States by SAVAK. ; • 

The Senate study also investigates 
the cover activities of two communist 
nations, Yugoslavia and the Soviet. 
Union. Accounts gathered by the FBI 
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Dog Was Key 
To Bomb Plot 


A plot to assassinate the late 
Premier Chou En-lai by means 
of a trained kamikaze, dog 
wearing a remote-controlled 
bomb was conceived by intelli- 
gence agents for the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) in 1971, ac- 
cording to a Senate Foreign 
Relations subcommittee, staff 
report. 

An ROC emissary had been 
sent to Switzerland with funds 
to pay for the operation, which 
was to be carried off by mem- 
bers of an Italian neo-fascist 
organization during a trip by 
Chou to Paris. 

There was one hitch. The 
trip was canceled because of 
internal political difficulties in 
China. 
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and CIA from Croatian and Serbian 
emigres depict Yugoslav agents pos- 
ing as diplomats routinely threatening 
dissidents here with death and then 
boasting that the U.S. government 
would not take any action against 
them. , , , . - ’ 1 

• Unlike the other .five . spy services, 
the Soviet Union’s. KGB is reported 
by the FBI to concentrate almost ex- 
clusively on classical espionage ef- 
forts rather than on combatting anti- 
Soviet views. The one known excep- 
tion cited by the Senate study in- 
volved an unsuccessful Soviet effort 
to get a Russian Jewish emigre to 
write anti-Israeli propaganda! 

The staff report was based on 45 in- 
terviews with intelligence and law en- 
forcement officials completed in Janu- 
ary 1979, before the. shah’s overthrow 
and also before the Justice Depart- 
ment’s indictment of Chilean intelli- 
gence officials in the 1976 Washington 
assassination of former Chilean am- 
bassador to. the United States Orlando 
Letelier and an American citizen, 
Ronnie Moffit. 

The disclosures in the report were 
labeled ‘preliminary findings rather 
than final conclusions.” Its purpose 
was described as being to determine 
whether more extensive investigation 
is warranted. 

A major conclusion of the study was 


that none of the agencies most di- 
rectly involved in the activities of for- 
eign intelligence agents— the CIA, the 
FBI and State Department— had di- 
rect responsibility for monitoring po- 
litical harassment by foreign govern- 
ments of their own nationals in the 
United States. 

The Senate report, moreover, has to 
be impressionistic on points where the 

FBI, CIA, the State Department, the 
White House and other agencies have 
.refused to give up sensitive informa : 
tion. It is like most works on intelli- 
gence activity in that it has far more 
details of plans that were never put 
into effect or did not work than it has 
of successful operations. 

But the report argues persuasively 
that, even when the foreign intelli- 
gence agencies have not , carried out 
their more startling plans the pattern 
of “harassment and intimidation” of 
dissidents had had a “chilling effect” 


I 


on public discussion and attitudes in. 
this country toward government with, 
controversial human rights records at 
home. ' : • 

The intimidation has worked' to de- 
prive the* targeted emigres, some of 
whom were naturalized U.S. citizens, 
of constitutional rights to freedom of 
speech, assembly and association that 
are guaranteed to all U.S. residents. 

Moreover, the evidence collected 
strongly suggests that the pattern of 
intelligence activities may have pre- 
vented U.S. officials and citizens from 
getting accurate information . about 
emigre and student attitudes toward 
stability and human rights in their 
home countries. 

While President Garter was praising 
the shah’s Iran in January 1978 as “an 
island of. stability,” the shah’s agents 
in the United States were intensifying 
their campaign to silence dissident 
students who sought to get- across a 
different message, according to intelli- 


gence community sources and ! legal 
documents filed in Chicago court 
' cases involvingjhe students. ’ 

Six months earlier, Taiwan’s secret 
service had organised and paid for an 
antfPeking demonstration ' attended 
by 1,000 people in Lafayette Square to 
protest a. visit by Secretary, of State 
Cyrus R. Vance to China, the Senate 
staff report says. • V’ * 

SAVAK, disbanded after the fall of 
the shah’s government in ‘February, 
and Taiwan secret service had' organ- 
ized arid paid for an anti-Peking dem- 
onstration attended by 1,000 people in 
Lafayette Square to protest a visit by 
Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance to- 
Chiria, Jhe Senate staff report says. ! 

SAVAK', disbanded after the fall of 
the f shah’s government in February, 
and Taiwan’s National .Security, Bu- 
reau established tlie most extensive 
arid "active .antidissident ; networks in- 
side. the United States of the coun- 
tries studied. 1 


Iran and Taiwan reportedly set tip 
case officers-, with . diplomatic cover';, 
who ran dozens, if. not hundreds.; of 
agents who infiltrated campus ,-ilifg* 
and student organizations acrosS^the' 
country. Each aiso reportedly planned., 
large-scale propaganda Campaighs ’td'' 
be orchestrated through front organic , 
zations, according, to statements of," 
senior U.S. officials ; quoted in the 
study. . . ' . t 

The most - diverse’ and.- compelling, ? 
of the report’s six cameo, descripti pits <• 
of foreign spies at work in the United,. 
States is the section on Taiwan, whipli{ 
was transformed from being amb^g^ 
what one intelligence official calls 
“the white hats” to the “black hat*, 
camp as Richard M. Nixon and Henry 
A. Kissinger began, their 1971 opening,, 
to Peking. -The transformation becaniq - 
formal in, June 1977, when Taiwan be; 
came the only non-communist , counffe-; 
to' make the FBI’s “criteria list.” , 


